
Defending the Heritage 
"Under Federal Legislation, 

the exports of the South 

have been the basis of the 

Federal Revenue. Virginia, 

the two Carolina's, and 

Georgia, may be said to 

defray three fourths of the 

annual expense of 

supporting the Federal 

Government; and of this 

great sum, annually 

furnished by them, nothing 

or next to nothing is 

returned to them, in the 

shape of Government 

expenditures. That 

expenditure flows in an 

opposite direction -- it flows 

north, in one uniform, 

uninterrupted and perennial 

stream. This is the reason 

why wealth disappears from 

the South and rises up in the 

north. Federal Legislation 

does this." 
 - Senator Thomas Hart Benton 

 Thomas Hart Benton (March 14, 

1782 – April 10, 1858), nicknamed 

"Old Bullion", was a U.S. Senator 

from Missouri and a staunch 

advocate of westward expansion 

of the United States. He served in 

the Senate from 1821 to 1851, 

becoming the first member of that 

body to serve five terms. Architect 

and champion of westward 

expansion by the United States, a 

cause that became known as 

Manifest Destiny. 


